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DATES TO 
REMEMBER: 

Tuesday to Thursday 
8-10 August 

School Review Panel at 
Ngunnawal Primary 

Wednesday 9 August 
Whole School 

Assembly 9:15am  

14 – 18 August 
Book Week 

(Week 5) 

Monday 14 August 
Year 5 Paired Band 

Practice, NPS 

Wed 16 August 
Senior School 

Assembly 9:15am 
(3/4WL & 3/4KT) 

LIMELIGHT 2017 

Wed 23 August 
Technical Rehearsal 

Thurs 24 August 
Dress Rehearsal & 

Evening Performance 
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
Dear Parents and Carers 

This week we are welcoming the School Review 
panel to Ngunnawal Primary School. The panel 
will be at the school for three days, today through 
to Thursday and will be meeting with parents, 
students and staff to find out about our wonderful 
school and the learning we have been 
undertaking as a part of our Strategic Plan 2013-
2017. The purpose of the panel’s visit is to gather 
information to gain an insight into how our school 
operates and the processes we have 
implemented to ensure that students are at the 
centre of all initiatives. I look forward to sharing 
with you the recommendations and 
commendations from the panel, once the report 
has been finalised. 

By the end of this week all parents will have 
received information about how to log onto and 
complete the annual Parents and Carers School 
Satisfaction Survey. Please take time out to 
complete this survey as it provides the school 
with valuable information and support for our 
planning into the future. Past survey results have 
informed initiatives at the school such as the 
introduction this year of the Coffee and Chat 
session that promotes improved communication 
between home and school and also the 
development of the Bullying Guidelines. If you do 
not receive either an email or letter with your 
unique logon details please contact Stacey 
Naden or Keren Briggs, who are the coordinators 
for this survey. 

Sadly, both Wendy Lee and Chloe Templeton will 
be leaving Ngunnawal Primary School at the end 

of this week to pursue their teaching careers at 
other schools in Canberra. I would like to thank 
both of these teachers for the valuable 
contributions they have made to Ngunnawal 
Primary School and wish them all the best for their 
future endeavours. Eloise Eldridge will be replacing 
Wendy Lee as the classroom teacher for 3/4WL for 
the remainder of the year. Eloise will return from 
maternity leave at the beginning of week 7.  

Ngunnawal Primary expects all students to wear 
school uniform. I have noticed that a number of the 
year 5/6 students are consistently not wearing their 
uniform and this is concerning. The uniform helps 
teachers identify students when out on the oval 
during break times and when on school excursions. 
Being in uniform is also a sign that students are a 
part of the Ngunnawal Primary School community 
and wearing it should be a source of pride and 
belonging for students. We have a number of 
excursions coming up and students will be unable 
to attend if they are not wearing their uniforms. If 
you are experiencing any difficulty in purchasing 
school uniforms please contact myself or Kirralee 
Larkin to discuss. I thank you in advance for your 
cooperation in supporting the school uniform policy 
at Ngunnawal Primary School. 

Have a great week. 

Kristine 
Kristine Stewart, 
Principal 

Ngunnawal Primary School acknowledges and respects the traditional custodians of the land we are on, the Ngunnawal people. 

 

Please see  
NOTES HOME & 

REMINDERS, 
page 3. 

HATS BACK ON! 
from 1 August. 

mailto:info@ngunnawalps.act.edu.au
mailto:ngunnawalps_pandc@outlook.com
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In our History Inquiry students learnt about 

the significance of the Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander flags. Following our 

NAIDOC assembly, students created the 

Aboriginal flag using coloured paper chips. 

 

Kindergarten Art/Craft Gallery 

In our History Inquiry students learnt about 

the significance of the Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander flags. Following our 

NAIDOC assembly, students created the 

Aboriginal flag using coloured paper chips. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cath, Kunjal, Kiranbir, Nancye, Ashley 

           Spotlight on Learning!  
                     

 GGuunnddaarroooo  

Literacy 
This term, students have been exploring the book Fox by Mem Fox with Monica and 
Tracey, to develop their knowledge of grammar. They are also using other rich texts 
within their own classrooms, focusing on book orientation, sentence structure, 
spelling, descriptive language and narrative structure. 

Students have begun to use the reading strategy of inferring. They 
are reading a variety of texts and using text clues and their prior 
knowledge to make inferences about the characters and what 
might happen in the story. Students are practicing this strategy 
through explicit teaching, literacy groups, library time and also 
when reading independently. 

Mathematics 
This term we have learnt different position words such as left, right, beside, over, 
up, around and through to help us read simple directions and move from one 
place to another successfully. Students have played position games, written and 
given directions within our unit, used a treasure map to write directions to find the 
treasure and completed activities using simple street maps.  

In our number groups, year 2 have begun to learn about multiplication and 
division and the different ways to represent and answer questions such as 
arrays, groups of and repeated addition. Students have used a range of hands 
on learning materials like playdough, blocks and counters to show their 
understandings. Students in Year 1 have continued to improve their addition and 
subtraction skills building on their wide range of strategies such as counting on, 
splitting numbers to make ten first and instant recall of number bonds to ten. 

  

Friendly Schools 
Students in years 1 and 2 are participating in weekly Friendly Schools Plus 
lessons. During these sessions, students are learning the skill of social 
awareness to help them be aware and respectful of others’ feelings and 
points of view. Students have been exploring ways to ‘bring colour to other 
people’s lives’, friendly behaviours and what qualities make them a good 
friend. 

Science 
In science this term, students have been learning about Push and Pull. Students 
will have opportunities to explore different types of forces and how they affect the 
movement of a variety of objects. They have been engaged in hands on activities 
to test the effect of force on the ground, in air and in water. Students will be 
investigating how objects float, fall slowly or stay still because of the forces acting 
on them. 
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An article from the friendly schools plus team 

How consistency improves 
kids’ behaviour 
By Michael Grose 

One of the simplest ways to improve a child’s behaviour is to be 
more consistent. 

Children love their parents to be consistent as they are able to 
predict how they will act. A consistent approach to discipline 
helps put kids in control of their behaviour. 

Consistency means as parents we follow through and do as we 
say we will. It means resisting giving kids second and third 
chances when they break the rules or behave poorly around 
others. When we let kids get away with two or three infractions of 
the rules we often come down very hard eventually, which 
causes resentment. Act early and prevent poor behaviour from 
escalating is the best approach. 

Consistency also means both parents in a dual parent family get 
to act together and respond in similar ways when children are 
less than perfect. Children learn from a young age to play one 
parent off against the other when their standards differ or 
communication is poor. Sole parents need to be consistent with 
how they react when children behave poorly. 

A consistent approach is shown through a clear set of limits and 
boundaries that provide kids with structure and teaches them 
how to behave. Studies show that families with very few 
boundaries or rules are more likely to have children who behave 
poorly around others, or don’t consider their own safety. 

Children like limits and they also like to push against boundaries. 
One study has shown that kids will push parental boundaries 
about one third of the time. This is a normal, but irritating 
expression of a child’s push for independence and autonomy. 
Some toddlers, teens and other tricky types will push twice that 
amount, which is very hard work indeed. 

Consistency is often sacrificed by busy parents and put in the 
‘too-hard basket’. When parents are tired, stretched and 
overworked the last thing we want to do is engage in a battle 
with a strong-willed child over what are sometimes petty issues. 
Besides, consistency can make a well-meaning parent who 
values relationships feel downright awful. 

But giving in rather than holding your ground is not a smart long-
term strategy. If you give in occasionally kids will learn that if 
they push hard enough, or give that winning smile, you will 
eventually give in. Consistency is about being strong. It takes 
some backbone to be consistent. 

Here are some ideas to help you be consistent with your kids: 

Focus on priority behaviours. It’s difficult to be consistent with 
every single misbehaviour, but it’s easy to focus on one or two. 
When you are consistent with one or two priority behaviours it 
has a positive impact on other behaviours. 

Give yourself a tangible reminder about the behaviour you want 
to follow up. Leave a note somewhere telling yourself that you 

need to “Walk away when a child whines. Don’t give in.” Or 
“Catch your kids doing the right thing when they resolve a 
problem without arguing.” 

Check your routines. Make sure you have simple routines for 
troublesome times of the day such as bedtime or mealtimes. 

Act rather then overtalk or repeat yourself when kids misbehave. 
Sometimes it’s really inconvenient to set a consequence, as you 
may have to battle a tantrum that follows. But the stand-firm 
approach pays off in the long-term as kids learn eventually that 
you mean what you say, and say what you mean. That’s what 
firm, consistent discipline requires. 

NOTES HOME & REMINDERS 
Reminders: 

 Botanic Gardens, Dyindan (Koori) Preschool 
excursion, Tuesday 22 August. Permission note and 
payment due by Monday, 14 August. 

 District Athletics, 24 August at AIS. Permission notes 
and payment due by Thursday, 10 August. 

 Limelight permission note and payment to be returned 
by Tuesday 15 August (pink note). 

 Limelight Performance, Thursday 24 August – Code 
of Conduct and Media Permissions (purple note) due 
ASAP 

 Questacon, Year 1/2 excursion, Tuesday 29 August. 
Permission note and payment due by Friday 18 
August. 

NOTIFICATION OF STUDENT ABSENCES 
If your child is absent from school, please 

call and advise the front office staff on 
6142 1500 (please note new number) 

NgunnawalPS.Absences@ed.act.edu.au 

by 9:15am. 

mailto:NgunnawalPS.Absences@ed.act.edu.au


Newsletter No. 24– 8 August 2017 

 

 

P & C News 
The Ngunnawal Primary School 
Parents and Citizens (P & C) 
Association plays an important part in 
supporting our wonderful school. We 
run the school canteen and a second-
hand uniform shop as well as organise 

events such as school discos and the Mother’s Day and Father’s 
Day stalls during the year. 

To find out more about how you can get involved in the P&C, 
come along to a meeting (details below), send an email to 
ngunnawalps_pandc@outlook.com or like us on Facebook. 

We meet at 6pm in the school staff room at the front office. Our 
meeting dates for 2017 are: 

   7 August  11 September 
30 October   4 December 
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At Ngunnawal Primary School, we will be celebrating Children’s 
Week with the sharing of cultural games, stories, dance and art 
experiences in term 4 on Tuesday 24 October.  

We invite families, parents and carers who would like to share 
their culture to see their child’s teacher by Thursday 24 August 
(week 6, term 3). You are welcome to come for the whole day, or 
nominate a specific time.  

Each cultural experience will last for 10 minutes and 4 classes 
will rotate through each activity within each time slot (see below). 

Preschool/Kindergarten 9:30 am – 10:30 am 

Years 1-2 11:20 am – 12:20 pm 

Years 3-4 12:20 pm – 1:20 pm 

Years 5-6 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

Please note: end of week Preschool groups – Mundawari, Gula 
and Guginya - will be Celebrating Children’s Week on Friday 27 
October. 

Janice, Julie and Jessica (Organising Teachers) 

Online ordering now available at 
the School Canteen! 

The Ngunnawal Primary School Canteen now offers online 
ordering and payment through Flexischools! Available from 
your mobile or computer, you can place canteen orders and 
pay securely online anytime, anywhere! Just go to 
flexischools.com.au and click ‘register’. More information is 

available from the Canteen. 

 The Ngunnawal Primary School P&C 
Association runs a second-hand 
uniform shop once a month during 
school term.  We have a range of items 
and sizes. Jackets, jumpers and 
dresses are $2 and hats, tops, shorts 
and pants are only $1 each. 

To be notified of the dates and times, ‘like’ us on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/Ngunnawal-Primary-PC-Association-

221250924740393 
Donations of clean items in good, wearable condition are very 
much appreciated. Just drop them off at the canteen! 

OUR CANTEEN RULES!!!!! 
We LOVE that our canteen is so popular with our students but 
that means it can get pretty crowded during recess and lunch 
time. To make sure everyone gets their turn and stays safe, 
we ask that parents and carers to remind their children about 
the following things: 

 please do not share your money or canteen food with 
other children 

 wait in line patiently without pushing in 

 use the proper line - there are separate lines for Juniors 
and Seniors 

 over-the-counter service finishes at the lunch time half-
bell 

Thank you for supporting our canteen 
and making it great for everyone! 

               Book Week 2017 
                                         14 to 18 August 

                        (Week 5) 

Theme: Escape to Everywhere 
Story time in the library - each day. 

 From 8:30- 9:00 each day for families and their children to 
share a book. 

Preschool buddy read - each day. 

Book Week parade – Wednesday, Senior Assembly 
 (K-6, Dyindan, Balbo, Karrugang, Bunduluk) 
 Students dress up as their favourite book characters and 

all students will attend the senior assembly to parade 
their costumes. 

Book Week activity rotation with buddy classes 
 Wednesday middle session. 

Book Week dress up - Friday 
 Mundawari, Gula, Guginya 

mailto:ngunnawalps_pandc@outlook.com
http://flexischools.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/Ngunnawal-Primary-PC-Association-221250924740393
https://www.facebook.com/Ngunnawal-Primary-PC-Association-221250924740393
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Now anyone can help local schools earn 
amazing equipment. Just shop at Woolworths to 
earn one sticker for every $10 spent from 26 
July 2017, while stocks last. 

Incredibly, last time over 16,000 schools and 
early learning centres participated in Earn & 
Learn, and earned nearly 450,000 pieces 
individual items. This is your chance to help! 

You can help Ngunnawal Primary School by 
collecting stickers from Woolworths, completing 
a sticker sheet which can be collected from the 
front office and place them into the deposit bin 
which will also be located at the front office.  

If you are unable to complete a whole sticker 
sheet or have left over stickers, please leave 
them with the front office staff. 

Ngunnawal Primary School appreciates your 
support. 
 
 

DISCLAIMER 
The school, its staff and the Territory are not aware of, and make no 
representation as to the truth or accuracy of the information provided in 
advertisements appearing in this newsletter. Readers should make their 

own enquiries in relation to the information. 

LIFELINE BOOKFAIR 
Lose yourself at Canberra's biggest Bookfair! 

Join Lifeline Canberra for the September Bookfair and check 
out the huge range of books, movies, music, games, comics 
and more, at the usual low prices. 

Held over three huge days from  

Friday, 8 September 2017 
to 

Sunday, 10 September 2017 
at Exhibition Park. 

Special guests, Ray Martin AM and Allan Sparkes CV OAM, 
will be at the Bookfair on Saturday doing book readings 
throughout the day. 

Entry is by gold coin donation. For more information, 
including opening hours, please visit Lifeline Canberra’s 
website - www.act.lifeline.org.au/item/bookfair 

Step into the Limelight Tickets 
If you would like to be a member of the audience for the 
main stage performances and see our students perform 
Ngunnawal Sky, tickets for Step into the Limelight will 
be on sale through Ticketek from  

Tuesday 1 August, 2017 - 13 2849 or 
http://premier.ticketek.com.au/  

Please make sure when you are purchasing tickets you 
order for Thursday 24th August, 2017 as that is the 
only day our students will be performing as part of the 
Step into the Limelight program. Each school’s 
performance night is also listed on the Ticketek website. 

Student performers do not need a ticket. 

NGUNNAWAL PRIMARY FACEBOOK PAGE 

Did you know we have a Facebook page? Please take a 
couple of seconds to check it out. We often post information 
about what is happening at school, provide updates and 
amendments when we have to. 

Please like it and share it with our  
community. 

http://www.act.lifeline.org.au/item/bookfair
http://premier.ticketek.com.au/

