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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
DATES TO
REMEMBER:
Mon 18 Mar 2019
Fri 22 Mar 2019

AQUASAFE Program
(Year 2).

Wed 20 Mar 2019

Harmony Day Whole
School Assembly
9.10am

Mon 25 Mar 2019
School Board
Meeting, 5:30pm

Wed 27 Mar 2019
Junior School
Assembly 9.10am
(KMS & KAW)

Wed 26 Mar 2019
Tapaling
Performance
(Preschool)

Dear Parents and Carers
This term is certainly flying by, it is hard to believe
that we are over half way through the term. Our
students are working very hard in all aspects of
their learning and I am very proud of their
sustained efforts.
Today I was remined of the importance of shared
reading when I visited the year one classrooms.
Several students were working together to share
the reading of a book. I was very impressed with
the questions they were asking each other to
support their understanding of the text. Sharing a
book with a child is one of the best activities that
adults can do with their children to support the
acquisition of reading skills. It not only provides
an opportunity for children to listen to what good
reading sounds like, but also an opportunity for
children to show off the emerging reading skills.
Shared reading does not need to be an onerous
task that takes away from the enjoyment. I
encourage all families to not only listen to their
children each night but also read to them.

Wed 27 Mar 2019
Christian Education

Fri 28 Mar 2019
Tapaling
Performance
(Preschool & K-6)

Mon 1 April 2019
P&C Meeting,
6:00pm

Harmony Week occurs nationally across Australia
this week. The theme this year is Everyone
Belongs, and provides us with an ideal
opportunity to celebrate the rich diversity of this
wonderful country. Some facts and figures about
Australia’s diversity are:

• Nearly half of Australians were born overseas or
have at least one parent who was
• We identify with over 300 ancestries
• Since 1945, more than 7.5 million people have
migrated to Australia
• Apart from English, the most common languages
spoken in Australia are, Mandarin, Arabic,
Cantonese, Vietnamese, Italian, Greek,
Tagalog/Filipino, Hindi, Spanish and Punjabi
• More than 70 Indigenous languages are spoken
in Australia
Source:

Australian Bureau of Statistics website –
2016 Census Data

We will celebrate this important week on
Wednesday by engaging in lessons around this
important event. We also are encouraging students
to wear their national dress or orange clothing.
Orange signifies social communication and
meaningful conversations. It also relates to the
freedom of ideas and mutual respect.
The new integrated public transport network for
both bus and light rail will begin at the beginning of
term two. The timetable for this new system has
been released and I urge all families to access the
following link www.transport.act.gov.au/gettingaround/new-network/schools/schools-a-z-listing to
find out the different services that will be available
for students who catch the bus to and from school.
You can find a Canberra Transport journey planner
at www.transport.act.gov.au that will be also able to
assist in planning.
Until next week, keep smiling.

Kristine

Please see
NOTES HOME &
REMINDERS
page 2.

Kristine Stewart
Principal

02 6142 1500
Canteen: 02 6142 1520
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NOTES HOME & REMINDERS
Notes Home:
Reminders:
• Aquasafe - Monday 18 March to Friday 22 March (Year 2
students)..
• Harmony Day – Note regarding Welcome lunch 1:00pm
to 2:30pm.
Gula, Guginya, Mundawari – Thursday 21 March 2019.
• Year 5/6 Camp, Borambola – 10–12 April 2019 (Term 1
Week 10. Permission notes and full payment due by
Friday 29 March 2019. (Payment can be made by
instalments, please contact Business Manager for
details). Online form to be completed as soon as
possible preferably by Friday 15 March 2019.
PLEASE NOTE: ALL EXCURSION NOTES ARE POSTED ON
OUR WEBSITE AND ARE ABLE TO BE DOWNLOADED.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Term 1 Christian Education sessions will be held in the New Life
Church building on Wednesday 27 March 2019 (Week 8).
Our teaching theme for 2019 is KIDS WHO MET JESUS. We will
learn from the perspective of children in New Testament history
who interacted with Jesus and what they discovered about him.
We are teaching the song ‘Nothing Better Than Jesus’ by
Sovereign Grace.
Russell Smidt, CEIS - Gungahlin Team Leader

Ngunnawal Primary School
PAYMENT DETAILS
Payments can be made via Quickweb at:
www.ngunnawalps.act.edu.au/payment
OR
By direct deposit into the School’s bank account.
Bank account details for direct deposits are:
Bank:
Westpac Bank
BSB:
032777
Account No.:
001738
PLEASE ENSURE YOU INCLUDE YOUR
CHILD’S NAME AND REASON FOR DEPOSIT IN THE
REFERENCE SECTION.

We are celebrating Harmony Week in week 7. It is a chance for
us to celebrate Australian multiculturalism. We will be having a
whole school assembly on Wednesday the 20 March.
All students are encouraged to wear their national dress or the
colour orange on this day. This is to show support for cultural
diversity and inclusiveness.

Year 5 Instrumental Music Program (IMP) Band
The parent information session for the Year 5 Instrumental Music Program (IMP) band will be held on Thursday 28
March 2019 at 4:30-5pm in the Ngunnawal primary school music room.
Our IMP teacher David Mahon will explain how the IMP works, student responsibilities and to answer any questions you
may have.
This information session is a wonderful way for students and families to begin the IMP band journey. I look forward to
seeing you there.
Belinda Robertson
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COMMUNITY COORDINATOR
I’m excited to have started as Community
Coordinator here at Ngunnawal Primary
School. I have been here almost three
weeks and I have to say I’m blown away
by the warm welcome I have received from
students and staff. I can see already that
Ngunnawal Primary School is a warm,
inclusive school.
A little bit about me – I am a Social Worker with several years
experience in Scotland, America and Australia, working with
children and families across a variety of settings. Most recently I
have worked within the Education Directorate supporting families
and students to access education and support services.
The role of Community Coordinator is a relatively new role within
the Education Directorate, and in part my role at Ngunnawal will
be guided by what you, as parents, need. Initially, some ideas I
will implement is offering a “Stay and Play” coffee session. I aim
to use this as an opportunity for you to drop in and talk through
any concerns you may have about your child, whether that be
within school or out of school. For example, if you have concerns
about your child’s development I can discuss with you how to
access supports which may help or promote your child’s
development. I hope to start this next week – please keep an
eye on the newsletter for information. I am also available to meet
by appointment, and recognising differing needs I can offer
appointments before or after school/work hours.
I would also like to run some parent information sessions, based
on what you feel you may need as a parent community. I am
aware an area of concern currently is keeping your children safe
online. I attended an information session last week and it opened
my eyes to a cyber world where we need to be keeping our
children safe. I am hoping to share some of this information with
you soon.
Please feel free to say hi if you see me at line-up or pick up. I am
also happy to hear from you via email at
Yvonne.mclauchlan@ed.act.edu.au, or by calling the school.
Yvonne McLauchlan

PBL at
Ngunnawal
S
H
A
R
E

We are:
Safe,
Respectful
and
Responsible learners

Ngunnawal Primary School are undergoing the
process to become a Positive Behaviour for Learning
(PBL) school like many others in the ACT. At the end
of last year the PBL team attended training with
some other schools from the ACT. We have begun to
share this knowledge with the wider staff and work
towards building our PBL school vision. Stay tuned to
hear more about PBL, what it is and what you can
expect, how you the community can help us and
common language that can be implemented at home
as well as school.

We Now Have EFTPOS
EFTPOS payments can be
made at the Front Office or
via phone on 02 6142 1500
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PIANO TUTOR
John Bice currently has some
places available for students who
wish to learn to play the piano.
For further information and
details please contact John on
6254 7238.

CHILADA
Ngunnawal Primary School Uniform Sale – 20% OFF
The Ngunnawal Primary School uniform is available at
Chilada Mitchell Store, 83-101 Lysaght Street, Mitchell
ACT 2911, telephone: 6262 0080.
The store’s trading hours are: Monday – Saturday 10am
– 5pm and Sunday 10am – 3pm. Sale applies in store
only. Sale ends 31 March 2019.
Ngunnawal Primary School uniform is also available at
our website:https://chilada.com.au/schooluniforms/Ngunnawal%20Primary%20School.

DISCLAIMER
The school, its staff and the Territory are not aware of, and make no
representation as to the truth or accuracy of the information provided
in advertisements appearing in this newsletter. Readers should make
their own enquiries in relation to the information.

